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Sir J. Richmond 


No. 3X9 

March 28, 1963 


D. 8X2.a.m. March 28, 1963 
R. 9.00.a.m. March 28, 1963 



Repeated for information to: Bahrain, Baghdad and Cairo 


My telegram No.136: Kmrait-Iraq 



The Amir sent to inform me yesterday evening that the 
Committee of the Council of Ministers had now reported. It 
had been decided to send Jasim al Saqr (of the Kuwaiti Saqr 
family, but Iraqi nationality) with a letter tp President 'Aref 
from the Amir. 


2. The letter would contain only polite expressions of 
goodwill. Saqr would however be authorized to inform the Iraqi 
Government that the Kuwait Government were unwilling to enter 
inte further discussions in advance of unconditioned Iraqi 
recognition of the State of Kuwait. Thereafter, Kuwait would 
be happy to enter into further talks, but her own Constitution 
which defined Kuwait as an Arab State and would be no bar to 
her joining a larger Arab federation evehtually, precluded 
her from becoming a part of Iraq or any other single Arab State. 


Foreign Office pass Priority Baghdad No.29, routine 
Cairo No.22. 



[Repeated as requested] 
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U.8. Embassy hawa shown us a talogram 

from the hr Charge in Kuwait reporting^ 

hy the Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
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Cypher 


Distribution 


Sabah Ahmad said that the discussion in 

A 


Baghdad was general and 


mainly in terms of 


Arab brotherhood and solidarity. 


The question 


Copies to :— 


of Iraq's recognition of Kuwait was not even 
discussed, and nor was the question of a pose! 
federation between the two States or financial 


assistance by Kuwait to Iraq. 


The Kuwait 


Foreign Minister understood that Iraq could not 
suddenly abandon the claim to Kuwait and 
therefore not surprised that the Iraqi 


Government had made no offer of recognition 


The Kuwait delegation,was convinced that Iraq 
had no intention of seizing Kuwait by force and 

/that 













that Iraq was no longer a mil^tarjr threat to Kuwait 


Arof had shown thei 


they military p: 


plans for seizing 


Kuwait and had said that the solution of difference 
between Iraq and Kuwait would be sought in the 
context of Arab brotherhood. 
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The Kuwait Foreign Minister said that he 


"overheard 1 * a considerable discussion among Baler, 
Saadi, Aref and Shabib about the U.A.R./Iraq/Syrianl 


talks. 



Much disappointment was expressed 


with Nasser, who was apparently unwilling to make 
concessions to Baathist sentiment or to treat Iraq 
and Syria as equals. 

The Kuwaiti delegation thought that although 


k. 


the present Iraq Government was a great improvement 
it was still shaky and might easily fall apart. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN 




FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1 

Maroh 29, 1963. 




(BK 103193/13) 


Dear Chancery, 

With reference to your Telegram No. 138 of March 24, 
the United States Embassy have shown us a telegram from the 
Charge in Kuwait reporting further statements by the 
Kuwaiti Foreign Minister on the talks held in Baghdad. 

2. Sabah al Ahmad said that the discussion in Baghdad 
was general and was mainly in terms of Arab brotherhood and 
solidarity. The question of Iraq's recognition of Kuwait 
was not even discussed, and nor was the question of a 
possible federation between the two States or financial 
assistance by Kuwait to Iraq. The Kuwait Foreign Minister 
understood that Iraq could not suddenly abandon the claim 
to Kuwait and was therefore not surprised that the Iraqi 
Government had made no offer of recognition. The Kuwait 
delegation however was oonvinood that Iraq had no intention 
of seizing Kuwait by force and that Iraq was no longer a 
military threat to Kuwait. Aref had shown them the previous 
regime's military plans for seizing Kuwait and had said 
that the solution of differences between Iraq and Kuwait 
would be sought in the context of Arab brotherhood. 

3. The Kuwait Foreign Minister said that he "overheard" 
a considerable discussion among Bakr, Saadi, Aref and 
Shabib about the United Arab Republic/Iraq/Syrian talks. 

Much disappointment was expressed with Nasser, who was 
apparently unwilling to make concessions to Baathist sentiment 
or to treat Iraq and Syria as equals. 

4. The Kuwaiti delegation thought that although the present 
Iraq Government was a great improvement it was still shaky 
and might easily fall apart. 

5. We are sending copies of this to Chanceries in 
Washington, Baghdad, Bahrain and Cairo. 

Yours ever, 

ARABIAN DEPARTMENT. 


The Chancery, 

British Embassy, 

Kuwait. 
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